


> . b 3 L e

| ""‘3')’ ;v 2 ‘ 2 E/ ", 'Vﬁ . & 4 v M
R A Y s}ﬂrlng® system.—_

,,; 4 S’t’l’ing®d + .'~"f“ i

B1 .  string®plex’” L«
e N « ¥ - LA\ T et

WY - X N T v % .._strlng,ﬂgpocket SN
S h #y o~ slgng®works <
- N 4:' P 5

e oW

s =0
B 54

<

¢ ‘Q}:: \’\‘
(e AN
PRGN ¢ o

&

H

RIS
A
4 b

%

-
R
ey

L -
A
. &

' g



s

string®
news

1949 ritade arkitekten nils strinning (1917-2006) den forsta string®
hyllan. han lade, med sitt flexibla, minimalistiska hyllsystem, grunden
till det vi idag kallar scandinavian design. nu tar vi string® vidare med
hjalp av formgivarna anna von schewen och bjorn dahlstrém. de har
kompletterat string® med hyllplan i metall och en serie funktionella
tillbehor i string® + sortimentet. nytt for i ar ar aven skalplan i filt,

20 cm djupt sk&p samt en 50 cm hog vaggavel.

in 1949 architect nils strinning (1917-2006) designed the first
string® shelf. with his flexible, minimalistic shelving system, he laid
the foundations of what later became known as scandinavian design.
with the help of designers anna von schewen and bjorn dahlstrom,
we are taking string® onwards. as a complement to string®, they
have designed metal shelves and a series of functional accessories
for the string® + range. new for this year is also a bowl shelf in felt,
cabinet with sliding doors in depth of 20 cm and a 50 cm high wall
panel.



string®
system
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string® system ar en serie delar med klassiska tradgavlar som gar att
kombinera nastan hur som helst. du kan valja bland flera farger och
material for att bygga ditt personliga hyllsystem. systemet bygger pa
standardbredderna 60 och 80 cm samt tva djup, 20 och 30 cm.

the string® system is a series of components featuring the classic
wire panels that offer almost unlimited combinations. you can choose
among a wide range of colours and materials to build your own, per-
sonal shelving system, based on standard widths of 60 cm and 80
cm and two depths, 20 cm and 30 cm.
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string® system. hyllplan i metall med kant, 2 cm resp. 7 cm.
string® system. shelves in metal with edge, 2 cm or 7 ¢cm high.




string® system. vaggavlar i kombination med skap i tva olika djup, 20 cm och 30 cm.
string® system. wall panels in combination with cabinets in two different depths, 20 cm
and 30 cm.

new.
cabinet with
sliding doors
78x20 cm.

cabinet with
sliding doors
78x30 cm.
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cabinet with
sliding doors
78x30 cm.
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wall pénel
50x30 cm.
~

new,
~
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string® system. vaggavlar i svart och skap med skjutdorrar i valnot.
string® system. wall panels in black and cabinet with sliding doors in walnut.

A lﬂ-*
1
1
l
—— Tb—

new. |
78x20 cm cabinet |
with sliding doors.




new.
bowl shelf in felt.



new.
metal shelf with 2 cm edge.

Wl

new.

50 cm ‘
wall panel. {88

string® system. kombinera golvgavlar med vaggavlar och hyllplan for en flexibel hallésning.
komplettera med krokar och stanger fran string®+ sortimentet.

string® system. combine floor panels and wall panels with shelves. complete with hooks
and rods from the string®+ range.

r{‘-

new.

metal shelves
for shoes.







string® system i kombination med string® +
string® system in combination with string® +

new.
string®+
see p. 36.




—
string® system i vitt.
string® system in white.
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string® system golvgavlar och vaggavlar i gratt. hyllplan och ladhurts i valnét. string® +
organizers i gréatt.

string® system floor panels and wall panels in grey. shelves and chest of drawers

in walnut. string® + organizers in grey.




string® system i ask.
string® system in ash.
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string® system i ek.
string® system in dak
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. string®

in tarnsjo leather.

string® + ar en serie funktionella tillbehér som passar till string®
system och string® works. nytt for i &r ar krokar, stanger, vaggraster,
och tidskriftshallare ritade av anna von schewen och bjorn
dahlstrom.

string® + is a series of functional accessories for the string®
system and string® works. new this year are hooks, rods, grids for
wall and magazine holders designed by anna von schewen and
bjorn dahlstrom.
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string® + krokar och stanger som fasts direkt i metallhyllplanet.
string® + hooks and rods affix directly to the metal shelf.




organizers
19,8x8x8 cm

bx8 cm

12x7,

organizers
il

organizers
9x7x12 cm

+




string® + organizers och tidskriftshallaren hangs direkt pa gaveln eller rastret.
string® + organizers and magazine holders can be hung directly on the panels

or the grids.

new +
magazine holder.




string® plex som skapades 1954, har gavlar i laserskuret plexiglas.
det gor att hyllplanen ser ut att svava fritt och hela hyllan far ett extra
latt utseende. string® plex finns i tvé djup och tva bredder.

string® plex, developed in 1954, has panels of laser cut clear pers-
pex. this has the effect of making the shelves seem to hover, giving
the whole shelving unit an extra light appearance. string® plex is
available in two depths and two widths.



@
.o
string® plex vaggavlar i klar plexi och hyllplan i svrtbetsad asH.
string® plex pocket i svartbetsad ask x 2.
string® plex wall panels in clear perspex, shelves inblack stair]

string® plex pocket in black stained ash x 2.
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string® plex vaggavlar i klar plexi, hyllplan och vitrinskap i vitt.
string® plex wall panels in clear perspex, shelves and display cabinet in white.
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new.

string® pocket
sand.

string®
pocket

string® pocket ar ett fardigt hyllpaket med tvéa gavlar och tre hyllplan.
du kan valja bland flertalet farger och material. i &r lanseras tre nya
farger: sand, burgundy och mustard. string® pocket gar att kombi-
nera. koper du ett paket far du en hylla. koper du tva paket kan du
bygga upp till tre sektioner.

string® pocket is a complete shelving package with two panels and
three shelves. you can choose among a range of colours and materi-
als. new this year is sand, burgundy and mustard. string® pocket can
be combined in a host of ways. with one packet you get one shelf,
with two packets you can build up to three sections.



new. string® pocket burgundy.

new. string® pocket mustard.
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s, r«.ﬁ%r'ilhg® plex pocket svartbetsad ask. string® pocket ek/vit.
~ string® plex pocket black stained ash. string® pocket oak/white.




string® pocket vit, valnét/vit och grén x 2. string® pocket valnét/svart, vit/plex, svartbetsad ask, gra.
string® pocket white, walnut/white, and green x 2. string® pocket walnut/black, white/clear perspex, black stained ash, grey.




58




60

tring®
WoOrkKs

string® works ar skapad for arbete. med borden, hurtsarna och
skapen kan du moéblera fristdende och komplettera med flera ge-
nomtankta tillbehor. allt &r precis lika smart som originalidén string®
system, och har samma visuella sprak. string® works och string®
system gar dessutom att anvanda tillsammans.

string® works is a range of furniture for a flexible and contemporary
work environment. with the desks, storage units, cabinets and shel-
ves it is possible to furnish freestanding. string® works can of course
be used together with string® system.



“string® works hoj- och sénkbart konferensbord i ask, 360x90 cm.
string® works height-adjustable conference table in ash, 36j)x90 cm.
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6i- och %‘ﬁbart mates i grafitgra linoleum,
table meetin ble in linoleum charc




string® works hoj- och sankbart skrivbord i ask. rullhurts i ask. string® works fristaende hylla med ljudabsorberande filt.

tradraster och ljudabsorberande filthuv. hyllplan i vitt. parmskép i ek. skélplan och skal i vitt.
string® works height-adjustable work desk in ash. string® works free standing shelf with partition in sound absorbing felt.
mobile storage unit in ash. wire screen and fabric sleeve. shelves in white. filing cabinet in oak. bowl shelves and bowl in white.

)




string® works hoj- och sankbart skrivbord i vitt, 160x78 cm.
fristdende hylla/ljudabsorberande filt.

string® works height-adjustable work desk in white, 160x78 cm.
free standing shelf/sound absorbing felt.
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search “string furniture”
for ipad on app store

J

uild
your
own
string®

designa ditt eget string® system. med build your own string® har du
tillgang till alla farger, delar och métt som gér att kombinera. varje
gang du sparar din design far den ett unikt id-nummer som du kan
ta med till din aterférsaljare som hjalper dig att gora en bestallning.
ladda ner appen fran app store eller besok string.se.

design your own string® system. using build your own string®, you
have access to the full range of colours, components and sizes to
combine to suit your own needs. each time you save your design, you
will be given a unique id number that you can take with you to your
string® reseller to assist you in placing your order. download the app
from the app store or visit string.se.



string®system

gavlar // panels // %1 R/

\

— R

vaggavel 50x30 cm
1-pack/2-pack

vaggavel 75x30 cm
1-pack/2—-pack

wall panel 50x30 cm
1-pack/2-pack

A —JLIXRIL 50x30 cm
148/2 %

1-pack/2—-pack

1#8/2 18

T~

T

golvgavel 85x30 cm
1-pack/2—-pack 1-pack/2-pack
floor panel 86x30 cm
1-pack/2-pack

Z07/¢%I)L 85x30 cm
148/2 18

1-pack/2-pack

148/2 48

wall panel 756x30 cm

DA —I)LISFIL 75x30 cm

golvgavel 1156x30 cm
floor panel 115x30 cm

Z0a7/¢xI)L 116x30 cm

—

vaggavel 50x20 cm
1-pack/2-pack

wall panel 50x20 cm
1-pack/2-pack

DA —)LISZIL 50x20 cm
148/2 48

golvgavel 200x30 cm
1-pack/2—-pack

floor panel 200x30 cm
1-pack/2—-pack
707/l 200x30 cm
148/2 48

—
vaggavel 76x20 cm
1-pack/2-pack

wall panel 76x20 cm
1-pack/2-pack

DA—=ILISEIL 76x20 cm

1#8/2 %8
vit gra svart
white grey black
RTA b JL— 77vY

hyllplan // shelves // >¥z7&T7—0F2Y

r . 2. cm

metall/metal/ X% )L

—_——, 2cm

metall/metal/ X% )L

skohylla (metall)

78x30 cm 58x30 cm 58x30/78x30 cm (djup 30 cm) 1-pack
1_123?( }_gfﬁ\k shoe shelf (metal)
58x30/78x30 cm (depth 30 cm) 1-pack
Y2—A5vY (AFIL)
58x30/78x30 cm (E217Z 30cm) 1 #8
vit gréa svart
white grey black
RTA bk JL— 7IvY
78x30 cm 58x30 cm 78x20 cm 58x20 cm arbetsskiva 78x68 cm 1-pack
3-pack 3-pack 3—pack 3—pack work desk 78x568 cm 1-pack
3 vk 3 vk 3 vk 3 vk 7072 78x58 cm 1 #

ask ' ek - valnot - svartbetsad ask - gra - vit // ash-oak - walnut - black stained ash - grey - white //
Fyya A=Y A=) Fvh - TIVI RFAVR Fyya UL— RIAb

to avoid flex we recommend max. 15 kg evenly spread load on 78 cm wide shelves and 25 kg on 58 cm wide shelves // 1@ 78 cm O L7 Dfiffar

E=iF 15 kg 18 58 cm DY 1)LV 25 kg AHBELTVWE T8 78 cm OV T L7IFREEHIZICLTRENLZEWN



string®system

skép och hurtsar // cabinets and chests // FvExyheFz b

©)
o e @) @) @)
©)
skap med skjutdorrar skap med skjutdorrar vitrinskap med hurts
b78/d20/h37 cm b78/d30/h42 cm skjutdorrar i glas b78/d30/h42 cm

insidesdjup 16 cm. tva
sektioner med ett [6stagbart
hyllplan till varje sektion.
handtag i rostfritt stal.
1-pack

cabinet with sliding doors
w78/d20/h37 cm

inside depth 16 cm. two
sections with one detachable
shelf in each section.
handles in stainless steel.
1-pack

FrERvh

w78/d20/h37 cm
PIEIEST 16 cm ERDALEE 2 1%
2FULABNY RILGERSA R
SAE:

insidesdjup 26 cm. tva
sektioner med ett [6stagbart
hyllplan till varje sektion.
handtag i rostfritt stal.
1-pack

cabinet with sliding doors
w78/d30/h42 cm

inside depth 26 cm. two
sections with one detachable
shelf in each section.
handles in stainless steel.
1-pack

== DIN

w78/d30/h42 cm

PRIERTT 26 cm ERD A UAE 2 1
2FVLRABNYRILFERSAR
R7 148

tidskriftshylla // magazine shelf // <Ay >> L7

tidskriftshylla (solid)
78x30cm (djup 36 cm) 1-pack

magazine shelf (solid)

78x30cm (depth 36 cm) 1-pack

ABIHY VYT ILT
78x30cm (B8f7E360m) 148

tidskriftshylla (solid)

58x30cm (djup 36 cm) 1-pack

magazine shelf (solid)

58x30cm (depth 36 cm) 1-pack

ARIHI V> I
58x30cm (B17&36cm) 148

b78/d30/h42 cm
insidesdjup 26 cm.

ett I6stagbart hyllplan i glas.
handtag i rostfritt stal.
1-pack

display cabinet with
sliding glass doors
w78/d30/h42 cm

inside depth 26 cm. one
detachable glass shelf.
handles in stainless steel.
1-pack

FTARTLAFrERY N
w78/d30/h42 cm

PIRIERTT 26 cm BXDA LA SRR 1
BRATFYLABN\YRILHERZZAZS
ARR7 148

ask - ek - valnot - svartbetsad ask - gra - vit // ash - oak - walnut - black stained ash - grey - white //

Fyya A=Y IA=IFYN T IV RAFAVYR Pyya - JL—KIAk

insidesdjup 23 cm
lador med handtag

i rostfritt stal.

1-pack

chest

w78/d30/h42 cm
inside depth 23 cm
drawers with handle in
stainless steel.
1-pack

FrAb

w78/d30/h42 cm

PIRIEAT 23 cm ATV LB\
RIS ESIEHU 1 8

tidskriftshylla (metall) vt
78x30cm (djup 33 cm) 1-pack white
RTA b

magazine shelf (metal)
78x30cm (depth 33 cm) 1-pack

AV
78x30cm (B17=33cm) 148

skélplan // bowl shelves // iR)L> L7

ljusgra
light grey
ZANTL—

skalplan (filt)

78x30cm 1-pack

bowl shelf (felt)

78x30cm 1-pack

RO ILZ (T TILR)

78x30cm 148
vit
white
K71 b

skalplan (vit abs plast)
78x30cm 1-pack

bowl shelf (white abs plastic)
78x30cm 1-pack

RUILY V7 GRIA k absiilg)
78x30cm 1#8

gra svart
grey black
JL— Ty

antracit beige
antracit beige
Y—0JL— R—Ya

75



string®system

forvaringsskap // filing cabinet // Z71U>oFvrExyh

b78/d32/h77 insidesdjup 28 cm vit ask ek
o white ash oak
w78/d32/h77 inside depth 28 cm RO . s

w78/d32/h77 MEAIRTT28 cm

fallbord — endast med golvgavlar // folding table — only with floor panels // #iDfctfcHXT—7IL ZOFIRILOHIIH

30 cm —

66 cm

fallbord b78xd96xh71 cm, 1-pack
folding table w78xd96xh71 cm, 1-pack
D ffeHRT—T)L w78xd96xh71 cm 148

fallbord // folding table // #DffcHXT—TIL

vit/vit ask/vit ek/vit valnot/vit valnét/svart  svartbetsad  gra/gra
white/white  ash/white oak/white walnut/white  walnut/black ask/svart grey/grey
IRTA N/ Fvval *=0/ UA—=IFvN/  UA—=)LFvh/ black stained ZL—/
RIA b R7A b 714~ RTA b 729y ash/black JL—

Io99 ATV

K 7vva/

vy

76

string®+

-

3,6 cm

krok h8,4 cm, 6-pack
hook h8,4 cm, 6-pack
Z7v2 h8,4 cm 6ty

23,6 cm
53,2 cm

)

71,7 cm

L J

stang small/medium/large, 1-pack

rod small/medium/large, 1-pack
L—=IL RE=IV/ZF1T7L/F5—Y 148

9cm 19,8 cm
vit gra svart
white grey black
RTA b JL— 7IvY

16,8 cm

27 cm

dbcm

tidskriftshallare metall, 1-pack
magazine holder metal, 1-pack
NAVURILE— A5 148

8cm

8cm
8cm

12 cm

vaggraster b40,5xh40,5 cm, 1-pack
grid for wall w40,5xh40,5 cm, 1-pack
B34 v R w40,56xh40,6 cm 148

tidskriftshallare kladd i tarnsjolader, 1-pack
magazine holder in tarnsjo leather, 1-pack
RAVYRIVY— Foya—iBLY— 14

g organizers 3-pack
L; organizers 3-pack
o

A—HF1F— 3y b

77



string®plex

hyllplan // shelves // >¥x\Z7&T—0F 20

78x30 cm 58x30 cm
3-pack 3-pack
3 Kty h 3ty h

78x20 cm 58x20 cm
3-pack 3-pack
3ttvh 3 vk

skap och hurtsar // cabinets and chests // FvExyheFz b

skap med skjutdorrar
b78/d20/h37 cm
insidesdjup 16 cm. tva
sektioner med ett [6stagbart
hyllplan till varje sektion.
handtag i rostfritt stal.
1-pack

cabinet with sliding doors
w78/d20/h37 cm

inside depth 16 cm. two
sections with one detachable
shelf in each section.
handles in stainless steel.
1-pack

FrERvh
w78/d20/h37 cm

PIRIS{T 16 cm ERDSLEN 2 1%
AFULRBNS RIS ERSA R
k7 148

78

skap med skjutdérrar
b78/d30/h42 cm
insidesdjup 26 cm. tva
sektioner med ett [6stagbart
hyllplan till varje sektion.
handtag i rostfritt stal.
1-pack

cabinet with sliding doors
w78/d30/h42 cm

inside depth 26 cm. two
sections with one detachable
shelf in each section.
handles in stainless steel.
1-pack

FreExyh

w78/d30/h42 cm

PRRIERTT 26 cm ERD AU 2 1%
ATVLABNY R ERZAR
K7 148

vitrinsk&p med

skjutdorrar i glas
b78/d30/h42 cm
insidesdjup 26 cm.

ett I6stagbart hyllplan i glas.
handtag i rostfritt stal.
1-pack

display cabinet with
sliding glass doors
w78/d30/h42 cm

inside depth 26 cm. one
detachable glass shelf.
handles in stainless steel.
1-pack

TARTLAFrERY N
w78/d30/h42 cm

PIRIERTT 26 cm BEXDA LA SR 1
BRATYLABNY RIS EHFZARZ
A RR7 148

hurts
b78/d30/h42 cm
insidesdjup 23 cm
lador med handtag
i rostfritt stal.
1-pack

chest

w78/d30/h42 cm
inside depth 23 cm
drawers with handle in
stainless steel.
1-pack

FrAh

w78/d30/h42 cm

ARIEST 23 cm AFVLRR/\>
RILFESI=EHL 148

skalplan // bowl shelves // RU)L> L7

L Ju Jt T

ljusgra
light grey
FANTL—

skalplan (filt)
78x30cm 1-pack

bowl shelf (felt)
78x30cm 1-pack

RO TILT(ZILR)
78x30cm 148

skalplan (vit abs plast)
78x30cm 1-pack

bowl shelf (white abs plastic)
78x30cm 1-pack

RO IL7 (R k abstihs)
78x30cm1#8

vaggavlar klar plexi // wall panels clear perspex // JX—Z~Ry 28I+ —)L/SR)L

|
/

0000000000000
0000000000000
0000000000000
0000000000000D0

w
K

76x20 cm 1-pack/2—pack
75x20 cm 1 #8/2 #8

75x30 cm 1-pack/2-pack
76x30 cm 1 #8/2 #

hyllplan, skap och hurtsar // shelves, cabinets and chests // ¥zI7 F#vERYMF b

ask - ek - valnot - svartbetsad ask - gra - vit // ash-oak - walnut - black stained ash -
grey - white // Fy¥ya - A—=U Ox—IFvh  TIv0 AFAYR FPyya - JL— RKIAk

to avoid flex we recommend max. 15 kg evenly spread load on 78 cm wide shelves and 25 kg on 58 cm wide shelves // 1@ 78 cm O L7 Dfiffar

antracit
antracit
=07 L—

E=iF 15 kg 18 58 cm DY 1)LV 25 kg AHBELTVWE T8 78 cm OV T L7IFREEHIZICLTRENLZEWN

beige
beige
N—Y7



string®pocket

|

ask/vit // ash/white // 7v>a/ K74k -

valnot/vit // walnut/white //ox—ILFy
~/RTA S

L] vit/klar plexi // white/clear perspex // K7
AN/I=ZARY I X

white ncs s 0500—n

Il svartbetsad ask/klar plexi // black stained
ash/clear perspex // 7599 RFAYR 7yya/IX
—ANRYI R

ek/vit // oak/white // A—2/ K741k

valnét/svart // walnut/black // ox—)LFvy
N T5vY

grén // green // JU—>
ncs s 3020-g20y

h50m/w60cm/d15cm

900 WIOY{O0IS ‘ge SINHISUI INOJOD UBIABUIPUBDS WO} 90USD)| UO pasn pue jo Auadoid o gwalshs 10jod [einjeu — sou

F

vit // white // K74k
ncs s 0500-n

% % AWE A\

gra // grey // 7L—
ncs s 4500-n

svartbetsad ask/svart // black stained
ash/black // 7599 AFAYR Py>a

sand // sand // $VR
ncs s 4010-y30r

new.

burgundy // burgundy // Z)3—=2
ncs s 6030-y80r

mustard // mustard // YR&—K
ncs s 3040-y10r

81



string®works

héj- och sankbart skrivbord // height-adjustable work desk // RBEX7—07 2%

71,5 cm
118,65 cm

160 cm

140 cm

120 cm

78 cm

hoj- och sankbart métesbord 180x90 / héj- och sankbart konferensbord 360x90 // height-adjustable meeting table 180x90
/ height-adjustable conference table 360x90 // FBEXI—7+ > 7—7IL 180x90 / FERXH> 77 LY RT—7)L 360x90

360 cm

180 cm

90 cm

82

fristaende hylla/ljudabsorberande filt // free-standing shelf/sound absorbing felt // Z7U—2& >Ry 7/ BERRT /Lt

74 cm 40 cm

114,5 cm

118 cm
115 cm

forvaringsskap // filing cabinet // 771Uy U FvrExRY N

77 cm
—

78 cm 32cm
vit ask ek grafitgra linoleum
white ash oak linoleum charcoal
RTA b Ty¥a *—=2 FraA—=ILU/ VI

@ string.se/3d

rullhurts // mobile storage unit // ENXAILFrERY

 —

51 cm

58 cm 30cm

83



string®works

57,8 cm 60 cm

5 5
0 ©
) 5]
tradraster for skrivbord filthuv
wire screen for desk fabric sleeve
TAY =20 U= T ILNAN—
skalplan // bowl shelves // o)L L7
- J Ju /
denna katalog, dess bilder och texter samt formgivning av hyllsyste-
. vt e met string® samt bord- och hyllsystemet string® works ar skyddat av
jusgra antracl eige . . - . . . . N
lightgrey  antracit ~ beige svensk och internationell upphovsratt. rattigheterna tillhor string fur-

SANIL—  F—05L— ~—Ya

niture ab. hyllsystemet string® skapades ursprungligen 1949 av den
svenska arkitekten nils strinning i samarbete med kajsa strinning.

skalplan (vit abs plast) skalplan (filt)

78x30cm 1-pack 78x30cm 1-pack bordet i string® works skapades 2013 av anna von schewen och
bowl shelf (white abs plastic) bowl shelf (felt) A H 1 A 1
SaS0mm pak . Praste E30mm 1otk bJOI’.ﬂ dghlstrom. bordets formgivning ar skyddat som ett regllstrerat
RN LI G absHie) RIS IT (F2ILR) design i eu m. fl. lander. varumarket string® tillhor string furniture ab
78x30cm 148 78x30cm 148 L . . . . " .
och ar registrerat i eu, norge, schweiz, usa, kina m.fl. lander éver hela
varlden.
@ this catalogue, including all images and text, as well as the design
58 cm %ﬂ of the string® shelving system and string® works desk and shelving
5 cm 19,6 cm

i system, are all protected by swedish and international copyright. the
27,8 cm u .u] m u.] _ rights belong to string furniture ab. the string® shelving system was

30cm

created in 1949 by the swedish architect nils strinning in collabo-
ration with kajsa strinning. the string® works desk was created in
wa olsivbordslada djup 2 cm satorhaliare 2013 by anna von schewen and bjorn dahlstrom. the design of the
bow! dosk drawer depth 2 cm R Ly desk is protected as a registered design in the european union and

a number of other countries. the string® brand name is owned by
string furniture ab and is registered in the eu, norway, switzerland,
usa, china and other countries around the world.
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on the value of a strong idea

if we're talking about powerful, viable ideas
that can survive the winds of change and
the wear and tear of the eye, there can
hardly be a better example than the string®
shelving system. or "those bloody shelves”
as nisse strinning himself used to call the
furniture that would trump everything else
he achieved in his long design career.
in 1949, he and his wife kajsa - still both
architecture students - had hatched the
concept of those small, functional shelves
that would later that year win first prize in
bonniers folkbibliotek's competition and
jump-start the fledgling designers' ca-
reers. "it was only me who realised that |
had hit upon something earth shattering,”
explained nisse later, noting that, "there
was no damn reason to hang complicated
supports and brackets on the wall when a
simple ladder, with the shelves resting on
the rungs, would give you portability and
bookends in one fell swoop.”

i met nisse myself some 45 years la-
ter when i interviewed him for malmé
konsthall's magazine, beckerell. during the
preceding decades the string® system had
exploded in popularity. with the addition
of cupboards, tables and cabinets it had
grown into a whole family and a complete
furnishing solution. awarded the gold me-
dal at the 1954 milan triennial, making a
major impact at hb5 in helsingborg. it sold
in its millions across europe, not least in
germany where it was also manufactured.
the design idea - with its key component,
the plastic-coated iron wire developed by
nisse in the 1940s - was simple, almost
frugal. however it would quickly become
iconically associated with the era in which
it was born. the post-war years, the welfare
state, the golden age of scandinavian de-
sign. this quintessential quality suddenly
proved to be a burden as the 1970s ap-
proached. people began to perceive the
shelves as old-fashioned and dull. a dip
in fortunes that by the time we met in the
1990s at bobergs matsal at nk — nisse's
choice i seem to recall — had turned to fer-
vent nostalgia. selling like hotcakes on the
second-hand market, string® furniture was
now the height of retro fashion. new pro-
duction however was proving less success-
ful. manufacture in sweden had come to an

end in the 1970s and several attempts to
restart production had failed over the ye-
ars. nisse was disgruntled.
it therefore made sense when in the
spring of 2004 - as rebecka tarschys wri-
tes in string pocket - he exclaimed: "at last
someone who understands the potential.”
he had just been contacted by peter er-
landsson and par josefsson, who wanted to
breathe new life into the string brand. and
"the boys”, as nisse called these new entre-
preneurs, obviously did understand.
string® in the new millennium is not only
an economic success story. the furniture
that has outsold every other in sweden is
now also a design icon. copied extensively
but hailed in equal measures, by initiated
colleagues who smoothly and seamlessly
allude to, quote from and add to the le-
gendary original. within the framework of
string® furniture's own investment mats
theselius, in characteristic manner, chose
humour and spectacle for a limited edition
to celebrate the 2009 jubilee year. string®
in gold and rosewood, completely wrong of
course, unthinkable — and therefore such
an appropriate declaration of love. and
as the duo bjorn dahlstrém and anna von
schewen explain regarding their design for
the new string® works addition, the origi-
nal shelf from 1949 acted as a conceptual
base. a spirit of simplicity and invention that
they used as a springboard for creating the
most comfortable contemporary work sur-
faces possible. almost 70 years after nisse
strinning's original stroke of genius, "those
bloody shelves” still have the power to ins-
pire. — ingrid sommar, writer and journalist
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